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ORDINANCE NO. 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; AMENDING THE ZONING CODE OF 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, ORDINANCE 73-2, AS 
AMENDED, AS FOLLOWS: AMENDING SECTION 
200.2 (DEFINITIONS) RELATING TO 
"CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES"; AMENDING 
SECTION 500.17 (OFF-STREET PARKING 
REGULATIONS) RELATING TO CONGREGATE 
LIVING FACILITIES; AMENDING SECTION 
500.21 (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS), 
SUBSECTION A (PURPOSE AND INTENT) TO 
RECOGNIZE CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES; 
AMENDING SUBSECTION 500.21.E.4 
(AUTHORIZED USES) TO INCLUDE CONGREGATE 
LIVING FACILITIES; REPEALING SECTION 
500.32 (ADULT CONGREGATE LIVING 
FACILITIES); ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 
500.37 (CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES); 
AMENDING SECTIONS 602 (AGRICULTURAL- 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT), 603 (RESIDENTIAL 
ESTATE DISTRICT), 604 (RESIDENTIAL 
TRANSITIONAL DISTRICT), 605 (RESIDENTIAL 
TRANSITIONAL SUBURBAN DISTRICT), 606 
(RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT), 
607 (RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE FAMILY MEDIUM 
DENSITY DISTRICT), AND SECTION 608 
(RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE FAMILY HIGH 
DENSITY DISTRICT) TO MAKE VARIOUS 
CHANGES TO REGULATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES IN 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS; PROVIDING 
FOR INTERPRETATION OF CAPTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Chapter 125 (County Government) of Florida 
Statutes establishes the right and power of counties to provide 
for the health, welfare, and safety of existing and future 
residents by enacting and enforcing zoning and businese 
regulations; and 


WHEREAS, Chapter 163 (Intergovernmental Programs), Part II 
(Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development 
Regulation Act) of Florida Statutes provides that counties shall 
have power and responsibility to plan comprehensively for their 
future development and growth, including the adoption and 
implementation of appropriate land development regulations which 
are necessary or desirable to implement a comprehensive plan, as 
provided in Section 163.3202(2)(f) of Florida Statutes; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on September 18 


■1-986 appointed an ad hoc citizen task force to review problems i 

» 

experienced by developers and citizens caused by inadequacies in , 

j 

current land use regulations governing the location and i 

I 

development of "adult congregate living facilities" (ACLFs) ; 

I 

within the unincorporated area; and 1 

» 

I 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on June 18, 1987, 

I 

received the Report of the ACLF Task Force and directed staff to I 

I 

prepare ordinance revisions necessary to implement its| 

? 

I 

recommendations; and 

? 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County « 
Commissioners in adopting these ordinance revisions to provide * 
for the public health, safety and welfare by: ' 

(1) establishing minimum standards for the occupancy, 

physical development, location, and future conversion to | 

j 

other residential uses of congregate living facilities 
within unincorporated Palm Beach County; 

I 

I 

I 

(2) coordinating county regulations with those of the State 

I 

of Florida; 

i 

I 

(3) ensuring an adequate quality of life for residents of | 

i 

congregate living facilities by providing for a balanced mix i 
of residential, social, health and leisure services within 
such facilities; ' 

I 

(4) encouraging the development of congregate living, 

facilities within planned developments, and ' 

I 

i 

(5) establishing standards for the appropriate placement of^ 

congregate living facilities within the growth management | 

i 
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framework established by the Palm Beach County Comprehensive 
Plan; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach ! 

I 

County^ Florida^ sitting as the Local Planning Agency^ has J 
determined that these proposed amendments to the Palm Beach j 
County Zoning Code are consistent with the adopted Comprehensive 

I 

Plan of Palm Beach County, as required by Chapter 163, Section' 

I 

163.3194(2)(a) of Florida Statutes: 


! 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 


SECTION 1. AMEND DEFINITIONS. 

i 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 200.2 (Definitions), is hereby amended as 

f 

I 

follows: 


ADULT CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY: See Congregate Living < 
Facility, below. 

An establishment^ institutionr buildingr residencer 
homer boarding house- home for the elderlyr or other• 
piaoer whether operated for profit or not- which^ 
through its operation provides one or more personal| 
services for four or more persons not related by bloodj 
or marriage to the owner or operator^ for a period 
exceeding twenty-four hours- Personal Services are in 
addition to housing and food service and include but I 
are net limited ter personal assistance with bathingrj 
dressingr housekeepingr supervisionr eatingr 
supervision of self-administered medicatienr and| 
assistance in securing health care from appropriate* 
seurcesr 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY: See Section 500.37 (Congregate- 

Living Facilities)._Subsection C (Supplemental' 

Definitions). below. 


DWELLING UNIT: A house, apartment, or building used 

primarily for human habitation and shall include bath* 
and culinary accommodations: 

1. Single Family Dwelling: A building containing onlyi 

a single dwelling unit. I 

2. Multiple Family Dwelling: A building containing! 

two (2) or more dwelling units. (See APARTMENT.) 
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3. 


Specialized residencea (auch aa CLF quartered 


W* WWMfCV 

shall not 

* ^va 

be 

considered "dwelling units 

" for the 

Duroose 

of 

aoDlving restrictions on 

density 

contained 

in 

the Comprehensive Plan 

or Zonlna 


Code. 


SECTION 2. 


AMEND OFF-STREET PARKING REGULATIONS. 


The Palm Beach County Zoning Code^ Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 500.17 (Off-Street Parking Regulations), 
Subsection K. 6 (Off-Street Parking Regulations; Miscellaneous 
Uses), is hereby amended to delete all reference to "adult 
congregate living facility" and to insert in appropriate 
alphabetical order a new reference to "congregate living 
facility," as follows: 


I 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES: _ See Section 500.37 

( Congregate _ Living Facilities). _ Subsection _E_, 

(Supplemental Property Development Regulations), below. 


NURSING AND CONVALESCENT HOMES AND ADULT SGNGRESATE| 

LiViNB FASiLiTIES i 

I 

There shall be provided one (1) space per four (4)| 
patient beds or tenants plus one (1) space per 
employee, including nurses and staff doctor, on the 

shift with the greatest employment. | 

1 

Adult Songregate Living Facilities of not more than 
four 141 tenants shall be exempt from parking 
requirements- 


SECTION 3. AMENDMENT OF ZONING CODE SECTION 500.21 

(PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBSECTION A 
(PURPOSE AND INTENT). 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code (Ordinance 73-2), as 
amended. Section 500.21 (Planned Unit Development), Subsection A 
(Purpose and Intent) is hereby amended as follows: 


A. PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

! 

The purpose of this provision is to encourage thej 
accomplishment of a more complete living environment through? 
the application of enlightened and imaginative approaches to! 
community planning and shelter design. This alternative! 
should introduce a variety of architectural solutions, 
provide for the preservation of natural features and scenic! 
areas, reduce land consumption by roads, separate vehicularj 

» 
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! 

» 

I 

and pedestrian circulation systems^ originate approaches to 1 
a meaningful integration of open space networks and j 
recreation areas within the development^ establish i 
neighborhood identity and focus^ and ideally provide for the| 
compatible coexistence of man with his environment. Provided I 
that all other provisions of this Code are met. this ’ 

subsection shall not be interpreted to prohibit the creation j 

of a planned unit development consisting in whole or in parti 

of a congregate living facility. as defined elsewhere in I 

this Code. j" 

I 


I 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT OF ZONING CODE SECTION 500.21 I 

(PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBSECTION E.4{ 

(GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIAL| 

\ 

REGULATIONS; AUTHORIZED USES). 1 


The Palm Beach County Zoning Code (Ordinance 
amended. Section 500.21 (Planned Unit Development), 
E.4 (General Requirements and Special Regulations; 


73-2), aai 
Subsection' 
Authorized j 


Uses) is hereby amended to insert the following land uses at the| 

i 

end of the list of uses, as follows: | 

I 


^,V*■ * * f LJl 

Dlanned unit develooments. 

i ^ ao a MCJ. Ilia. | 

subiect to the provisions of! 

Section 500.37 (Congregate Living Facilities). 

below. 

and; 

other aoDlicable law. 



1 

CONGREGATE 

LIVING FACILITIES. 

TYPES 2 and 3 as 

a Special I 

Exceotion 

land use. subiect 

to the provisions 

of Section 1 

500.37 (Conareaate Llvlnc Facilities). below. 

and 

other! 

aoDlicable 

law. 



1 

1 

CONGREGATE 

LIVING FACILITY. 

TYPE 3 In a olanned 

unit! 

development 

aoDroved pursuant to Zoning Resolution 

3-57.i 

subiect to 

the provisions of Section 500.37 

(Congregate| 


Living Facilities), below, and other applicable law. j 


SECTION 5. REPEAL OF ZONING CODE SECTION 500.32 (ADULT; 

I 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES) 

I 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code (Ordinance 73-2), as' 

I 

amended. Section 500.32 (Adult Congregate Living Facilities), lS| 
hereby repealed In Its entirety. I 


SECTION 6. 


ADOPTION OF NEW ZONING CODE SECTION 500.37^ 
(CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES). ! 


The 

amended. 


Palm Beach County Zoning Code (Ordinance 73-2), as{ 

! 

is hereby amended to insert a new Section 500.37* 
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(Congregate Living Facilities), as follows: 

I 

SECTION 500.37. CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES 

A. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. i 

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners toi 

I 

provide for the public healthy safety and welfare by: 

(1) Establishing minimum standards for the occupancy,* 

physical development^ redevelopment, location, and 
future conversion to other residential uses of^ 
congregate living facilities within unincorporated) 
Palm Beach County; j 

(2) Coordinating county regulations with those of the 

t 

State of Florida; 

(3) Ensuring an adequate quality of life for residents 

of congregate living facilities by providing for a 
balanced mix of residential, social, health and 
leisure services within such facilities; \ 

(4) Encouraging the development of congregate living 
facilities within planned developments; and 

(5) Establishing standards for the appropriate 
placement of congregate living facilities within 
the growth management framework established by the 
Palm Beach County Comprehensive Plan. 

i 

I 

B. APPLICABILITY. i 

In addition to the requirements of Section 401.1 A. L 
B., the requirements of this Section shall apply to all 

I 

Congregate Living Facilities within unincorporated Palm 
Beach County. These standards shall prevail over less 
restrictive standards applicable to such facilities 
Imposed by this Code or otherwise by law. 

I 

C. SUPPLEMENTAL DEFINITIONS. 

In addition to the definitions In Section 200.2 of this 

Code, the following supplemental definitions shall apply to 
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interpretation of this Section 


i 

I 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY shall mean a residential land use! 
consisting of any building or buildings, section of a' 
building, or distinct part of a building, residence, 
private home, boarding home, home for the aged, or any 
other residential structure, whether or not operated for 
profit, which undertakes through its ownership or' 
management to provide, for a period exceeding twenty- 
four (24) hours, housing, food service, and one (1) or' 
more personal services for persons not related to the' 

I 

owner or administrator by blood or marriage^ who' 
require such services. In addition^ the term 

"congregate living facility" shall include the term 
"adult foster home^" as defined in Florida Statutes ox 
Florida Administrative Code. The term "congregate 
living facility" shall not mean "nursing home^" 
"intermediate care facility^" or similar facility which 
provides medical care and support services to persons 
not capable of independent living. 

I 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY^ TYPE 1 shall mean a congregate’ 

! 

living facility^ single-family in character, providing 
a residence for no more than four (4) residents in ai 
Category A Housing Type, as defined in Zoning Code 
Section 402.7 (Site Plan Review Committee), including, 
single family detached units, semi-detached single* 
family units, patio homes, one (1) or two (2) unit 
attached units, or duplexes. 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY, TYPE 2 shall mean a congregate 
living facility, single-family in character, providing 
a residence for more than four (4), but no more than 
twelve (12) residents in a Category A Housing Type, aa 
defined in Zoning Code Section 402.7 (Site Plan Review; 


zc537.ord 


7 


REVISED November 9 


1987 









1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

23 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


I 


Committee), Including single family detached units, 
semi-detached single family units, patio homes, one (1) 

or two (2) unit attached units, or duplexes. ^ 

I 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY, TYPE 3 shall mean a congregate] 

! 


living facility, multiple-family In character,• 

providing a residence for more than four <4) persons ln| 
Category B or Category C Housing Types as defined In 

I 

Zoning Code Section 402.7 <Slte Plan Review Committee),! 

» 

including townhouses o£ three (3) or more units^ gardenj 

I 

apartments^ or all other multiple family housing types. \ 


FOOD SERVICE shall mean that at least one full meal shall be' 
provided to each resident every day in a central diningj 


area. 


PERSONAL SERVICES shall^ for the purpose of interpreting 

I 

this Section only^ include: individual assistance with| 
or supervision of essential activities of daily living^! 

i 

such as eating, bathing, grooming, dressing, andj 
ambulating; supervision of self-administered 

medication; and such similar services as may be defined 
by the Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative 
Services. ! 


D. MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE OCCUPANCY. j 

1. MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY. 

a. The maximum occupancy of a Congregate Living 
Facility Type 1 shall be four <4) persons, 
including resident staff. 

i 

b. The maximum occupancy of a Congregate Living 

Facility Type 2 shall be twelve (12) persons.j 

! 

i 

c. The maximum occupancy of a Congregate living 
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TABLE 500.37 

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE OCCUPANCY 
IN TYPE 3 CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES* 


LAND USE ZONING 

PLAN DISTRICT 

CATEGORY 
(RESIDENTIAL) 

MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY 
(RESIDENTS PER ACRE) 

OCCUPANCY 

BONUS 

(SEE BELOW) 


IN A 

CONVENTIONAL 

ZONING 

DISTRICT 

IN A 
PLANNED 

UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT 



Very Low 

AR 

Prohibited 

0. 5 

None 


RE 

Prohibited 

0. 5 

None 

Very Low-Low 

RE 

Prohibited 

1. 0 

None 


RT 

Prohibited 

4. 0 

None 


RTS 

Prohibited 

8. 0 

None 

Low-Medium 

RS 

Prohibited 

13. 0 

a. 0 

Medium- 

Medium High 

RM 

21. 0 

31. 0 

10. 0 

Medium High- 

High 

RH 

31. 0 

47. 0 

16. 0 


•NOTE: Occupancy has been calculated by multiplying the maximum 

density of a conventional residential development 
permitted by the Comprehensive Plan In a PUD times 2.6 
persons per household. The resulting figure was then 
rounded to the nearest whole number. "2.6 persons” 
represents the average household size of all occupied 
dwelling units In Palm Beach County In the 1980 U.S. 
Census. 


d. OCCUPANCY BONUS FOR CLF3s IN THE LOW-MEDIUM i 
THROUGH HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL PLAN 
CATEGORIES. 

(1} An Increase In maximum permitted 
occupancy of a Congregate Living 
Facility Type 3 may be appropriate If 
all of the following circumstances 
exist: 

(a) The site has Commercial Potential 

I 

under the Comprehensive Plan, or Is 
zc537.ord 10 REVISED November 9, 1987 
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an approved commercial pod in a ! 


planned unit development; and 

(b) The site is in a zoning district 
permitted in the Low-Medium through 
High Density Residential Plan 
Categories; and 


(c) The site is or shall be subject to 

a Special Exception for a Planned 
Unit Development pursuant to 

Section 500.21, above; and 

(d) The proposed project is consistent 
with the intent of this Section, 

I 

this Code, the Comprehensive Plan, ! 

I 

and other applicable law and 

policy, as determined by the Board 

of County Commissioners in 

accordance with applicable 

standards. 

(2) An occupancy bonus shall not be 
considered an entitlement. No bonus 
shall be granted except as an express 
request in an application for a Special 
Exception for a Planned Unit 
Development. The Board of County 

Commissioners may decline to grant a | 
bonus or may reduce the requested bonus 
if it determines that additional 
occupancy is not consistent with the 
general character of surrounding 
development, or if the effects of 

additional occupancy have not been 
adequately addressed through appropriate 
site design, or that a bonus is 
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otherwise inconsistent with the intent 
of this Section. 

f 

I 

I 

2. CONVERSION TO CONVENTIONAL DWELLING UNITS.j 

I 

a. Prior to conversion to conventional dwelling 

unlts^ a building designed to accommodate a 
congregate living facility shall^ If 

necessary, be structurally modified to 

comply with residential density restrictions 
In the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code* 

b. No Special Exception for a Congregate Living 
Facility, Type 3 shall be abandoned through 

administrative action. A proposed, 

I 

abandonment shall be subject to the| 
requirements of Section 401 (Application 
Procedure for All Petitions). 

c. No site plan for a Congregate Living Facility 

Type 3 shall be certified until a declaration 
of restrictions In a form approved by the 
County Attorney has been recorded to run with 
the land records maintained by the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court In and for Palm Beach 
County. This declaration of restrictions 
shall expressly provide that: (1) the 

conversion of the premises to conventionalj 

I 

i 

dwelling units Is prohibited except In 
compliance with Zoning Code Section 500.37 
(Congregate Living Facilities), as It may be 
amended; and (2) If permitted, conversion 
will result In a reduction In the number of 
’’quarters" and residents permitted on the 
site; and (3) the total number of permitted 
residents may be determined by referring to | 
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I 


3. 


the approved master or site development plan| 
on file with the Department of Planning^ ! 

I 

Zoning and Building* 


i 


I 

NUMBER OF RESIDENTS TO BE SPECIFIED* 


I 

! 

i 


I 


i 

/The next page is Page IV 


1 


! 


I 


I 

I 
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The total number of residents proposed, including| 

! 

I 

resident staff, shall be specified in the initiali 

I 

application and on the approved master or sitej 
plan. j 

I 

i 

4. NO DOUBLE COUNTING DENSITY IN PUDs. 

The gross area of a pod dedicated to a congregate 
living facility on a planned unit development 
master plan shall be deducted from the gross area 
of the planned unit development for the purpose of 
calculating the maximum density of conventional 

I 

residential development. 

I 

i 

5. RESIDENT STAFF. 

The maximum occupancy of a Congregate Living 

I 

Facility shall include resident staff. j 

I 

! 

6. MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY OF CLFs IN "OLD CODE" PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AR DISTRICT. 

The maximum occupancy of a congregate living facility 
in a planned unit development in the AR District 
approved pursuant to Zoning Resolution 3-57 shall be 
determined by reference to the underlying 
Comprehensive Plan land use category, as established ir 
Table 500-37, above. 

I 

E. SUPPLEMENTAL PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS. 

1. IN GENERAL. | 

Unless otherwise provided in this Subsection, S; 
congregate living facility shall be governed b> 
the Property Development Regulations applicable tc\ 
the zoning district or planned unit development in 
which it is established. 

2. MINIMUM LOT AREA. 

The minimum lot area requirements of th€‘ 
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underlying zoning district shall apply to each ! 


congregate living facility, but in no case shall 
lot size be less than seven thousand five hundred 
(7500) square feet for a Congregate Living 
Facility, Type 2, or one (1) acre for a Congregate 
Living Facility, Type 3. 

3. OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS. 

a. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 

(1) Every congregate living facility shall 
provide adequate parking and circulation 
for residents, visitors and staff. The 
standards established in this Subsection 
shall be considered the minimum 
necessary to achieve this goal. 

(2) Unless otherwise provided in this Code, 
all parking and vehicular use areas 
shall be paved. 

(3) The bases for parking calculations shall 
be clearly stated on proposed site 
plans, including the maximum number of 
employees. 

(4) Additional parking requirements may be 
imposed as a condition of approval of 
the special exception. 

b. Congregate Living Facilities, Type 1 shall 
comply with off-street parking requirements 
for single-family residences, as provided in 
Section 500.17. 

c. Congregate Living Facilities, Types 2 and 3 


zc537.ord 


15 


REVISED November 9 


1987 








1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

LL 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

23 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 
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shall comply with the following off-street 
parking requirements: 

(1) A minimum of one (1) parking space shall 
be provided for each four (4) residents^ 
plus one (1> space for each employee on 
the shift of greatest employment. 


(2) Adequate 

provision 

shall be 

made 

to 

reserve 

sufficient 

lot area 

to 

meet 

future 

parking requirements 

if 

the 


facility is converted to other uses. 
Protected vegetation in this reserve 
parking area shall be maintained as 

i 

provided in Section 500.36 (Vegetation] 
Protection and Preservation). The 

boundaries of the reserve parking area 
shall be indicated on the project's site 
plan. 

(3) Congregate Living Facilities, Types 2 
and 3 shall establish a safe drop-off 
area for group transportation, such as 
vans or similar vehicles. 

4. COOKING FACILITIES. 

a. CENTRAL DISPENSING AND CONSUMPTION OF FOOD. 
Each congregate living facility shall provide 
and continuously maintain central facilities 
for daily food dispensing and consumption* 

b. FOOD PREPARATION IN INDIVIDUAL LIVING 
QUARTERS OF CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. 

Food preparation shall be prohibited in 
sleeping areas or in individual quarters in 
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Congregate Living Facilities, Type 1 or Type 


2. Individual kitchen facilities may be 
provided in the living quarters of a 
Congregate Living Facility, Type 3. 

5. MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY OF SLEEPING AREAS. 

The maximum number of persons per sleeping area 
shall be determined by applying the space 
requirements of the State of Florida Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative Services. 

6. SIGNAGE. 

a. Signage for Congregate Living Facilities, 
Type 1 or Type 2 shall be limited to one (1) 
on-premises sign no more than one (1) squarej 
foot in size. No other on-premises or off-* 
premises signs shall be permitted on site. 

b. A Congregate Living Facility, Type 3 may have 
one (1) double- or single-face on-premises 
identification sign no more than thirty-two 
(32) square feet in size per face. 

c. A Congregate Living Facility, Type 3 may have 
entrance gates which meet the requirements of 
the Palm Beach County Sign Code. 


7. ACCESSORY AND ASSOCIATED LAND USES. 

a. Congregate Living Facilities, Types 1 or 2 
may have those accessory uses customarily 
Incidental to a single-family residence and 
home occupations. 

b. A Congregate Living Facility, Type 3 may 
have: 
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(1) those accessory land uses customarily 

accessory to a multiple-family 

residence; and 

(2) those non-commercial land uses 

customarily Incidental to a congregate 

I 

living facility, such as a common dining 
room, a central kitchen, a nursing 
station, a medical examining room, a 
chapel, a library, and offices necessary 
to manage the facility. 

I 

8. COMMERCIAL LAND USES 

a. A limited amount of commercial uses may be 

established as a permitted use in a 

Congregate Living Facility, Type 3. Such 

uses shall be limited to retail and personal 
service uses designed to serve exclusively 
the residents of the facility, such as a 
barber or beauty shop, small convenience 
retail sales and banking services. No more 
than ten (10) percent of the gross floor area 
of the facility shall be dedicated to such 
commercial uses. There shall be no exterior 
signage or other indication of existence of 
commercial uses which may attract non¬ 
residents. I 

b. Pursuant to Zoning Code Section 500.21.L.5, a 

commercial tract may be established within a 
planned unit development consisting 

I 

exclusively or partially of congregate living 
facilities. No such commercial tract shall 
be established except by the Board of County 

I 

Commissioners after a public hearing. In! 
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determining the maximum total acreage 


of a 


commercial tract, two and six-tenths (2.6) 
residents of a congregate living facility 
shall be equivalent to one (1) dwelling unit. 

9. MAXIMUM HEIGHT. 

The maximum height of a congregate living facility 
shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet or three 
(3) stories in the AR-Agricultural Residential 
Zoning District and in all single family zoning 
districts, or seven (7) stories in all multiple 
family zoning districts. 

10. MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE FOR CLFs IN "OLD CODE" PUDs 
IN THE AR DISTRICT. 

The maximum lot coverage for congregate living 
facilities in planned unit developments in the AR 
District approved pursuant to Zoning Resolution 3- 
57 shall be thirty (30) percent. 

F. LOCATION, CONCENTRATION AND NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY. 

1. IN GENERAL. 

No approval for a congregate living facility shall 
be granted unless it satisfies the following 
criteria for location, concentration and 

neighborhood compatibility. 

2. LOCATION OF CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES, TYPE 1. 

A Congregate Living Facility, Type 1 may be 
located wherever single-family residences are 
permitted. 

3. LOCATION OF CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES, TYPES 2 
AND 3. 

a. MANDATORY STANDARDS. 

REVISED November 9, 
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(1) Each Congregate Living Facility, Type 21 
or Type 3 shall: ■ 

(a) be located within five (5) road 

I 

miles of a full-service• 

professional fire rescue station^ 
as determined by the Palm Beach 
County Fire-Rescue Department; and 

(b) comply with Environmental Control 
Rule 1 (Individual Sewage Disposal 
Systems); provided however that a 
Congregate Living Facility^ Type 3 
shall not be established on a 

i 

septic tank; and i 


1 

(c) comply with Environmental Control 
Rule 2 (Water Supplies)^ provided 
however that a Congregate Living 
Facility^ Type 3^ shall not obtain 
potable water from a private well; 
and 

I 

I 

(2) In addition, a Congregate Livingj 
Facility, Type 3 shall be contiguous 
and have primary access to a collector 
or arterial street, provided however 
that a CLF Type 3 having a maximum of 
twenty-five (25) residents may be 
located on a local street. 

b. QUALITATIVE GUIDELINES. 

Each application for a Special Exception for a! 

1 

Congregate Living Facility, Type 2 or Type 3 shall 
also be evaluated based on the following 
qualitative guidelines. No Special Exception 
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shall be approved unless it is demonstated that 


to the greatest extent possible, each facility 
shall: 

(1) Be physically designed to conform to and 

be compatible with the general 
architectural character of the 

neighborhood in which it will be 
established; and 

(2) Be so located in proximity to other 

congregate living facilities in the 
vicinity and to other nearby land uses 
that the provisions of Section 402.2 
(Authority, Functions, Powers and 

Duties) or any other standards 

established by this Code are met. In 
order to provide information necessary 
to satisfy this guideline, each 

application for a special exception 
shall be accompanied by a mapped 
inventory of all approved, all existing 
licensed facilities, and all proposed 
facilities applications for which have 
been filed with the Department within a 

I 

I 

one mile radius of the proposed 
facility. The inventory shall be in the 
form of a map suitable for reduction to 
8 1/2 X 14 inches which identifies the 

location of the proposed facility, the 
location of other approved, licensed orj 
proposed congregate living facilities, 
the general nature of each facility, and 
the maximum permitted number of 
residents in each. 
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I 

G. CONVERSION TO OTHER USES. j 


Congregate living facilities which are converted to| 

I 

other uses^ including other residential uses^ shall ! 
comply with all regulations in effect at the time of j 
application for building permits for the new use. 

H. VIOLATION OF CODE REQUIREMENTS. 

Violation of any of all of the requirements of this 
Section^ noncompliance with other applicable County 
codes and regulations^ or noncompliance with any 
conditions of Special Exception approval shall be be 
considered a violation of this Code, and shall be 
subject to the sanctions of the Palm Beach County Codes 
Enforcement Board, including revocation of the 

i 

Certificate of Occupancy. 

I. EFFECT ON PREVIOUS APPROVALS. 

1. NO AUTOMATIC RETROACTIVE APPLICATION. 

Except as provided herein, this Section shall not 
apply to any adult congregate living facility 
approved or for which an application was certified 
prior to its effective date. An adult congregate 
living facility approved pursuant to Zoning Code 
Section 500.32 (Adult Congregate Living 
Facilities) (Ordinance 79-10) shall be considered 

t 

a non-conforming land use. It may be constructed 
according to its approved plan of development, 
but, except as provided herein, the development 
approval may not be modified to apply the 
development regulations established in this 
section. 

CONVERSION OPTIONS FOR PRIOR APPROVALS. 

This section shall not prevent a non-conforming 
adult congregate living facility from being 

I 
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converted 


I 

i 

I 

I 

to a conforming congregate living | 
facility, as follows: 

a. Conversion Option 1: A special exception for 
a non-conforming adult congregate living 

j 

facility may be converted in its entirety to | 

i 

a special exception for a congregate living 
facility pursuant to Section 401 

(Application Procedure for All Petitions), 
above and this Section . If approved, the new 
special exception shall entirely superceed 
the previous approval. 

b. Conversion Option 2: A special exception for i 
a non-conforming adult congregate living 
facility may be converted to a special 
exception for a planned unit development 
which includes a non-conforming adult 
congregate living facility and one or more 
congregate living facilities, pursuant to 
Section 401 (Application Procedure for All 
Petitions) and Section 500.21 (Planned Unit 
Developments), above. In this case, the two 
land uses shall be established in separate 

» 

I 

pods or tracts. Each use shall be developed | 

i 

according to the development regulations in j 

I 

I 

effect at the time of its approval. The j 
minimum land area of the non-conforming ACLF 
pod shall be determined by multiplying the 
number of permitted residents (excluding 
resident staff) times one thousand eight 
hundred (1800) square feet. This conversion j 
option shall be available only in planned | 
unit developments. Unless it is converted to I 

i 

I 

a planned unit development, this option shall j 

I 

i 

I 

i 
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I 

I 


I 

I 

not be available to a free-standing special 
exception for an adult congregate living 
facility approved under Section 500.32 
(Ordinance 79-10). 

c. Conversion Option 3. A special exception for 
an adult congregate living facility may be 
converted to a special exception for a 

congregate living facility by administrative 
action of Site Plan Review Committee provided 
that all of the following conditions are 
satisfied: j 

I 

i 

(1) The development was approvd after Way| 

14^ 1981, the effective date of Zoning 

Code Section 500.16.A (Traffic 

Performance Standards) (Ord. 81-6); and 

( 

I 

(2) The development has been approved but no 

building construction has commenced onj 

I 

j 

the site; and j 

i 

I 

(3) The resulting conversion shall otherwisej 
comply with the provisions of Section 
402.7 (Site Plan Review Committee), 
Subsection E (Powers and Standards of 
Review), provided however that ini 
applying this provision, the projecti 

I 

shall be reviewed as if were a non-j 

residential development for the purposej 

i 

of determining the maximum 

increases or changes in lot coverage and 
total floor area permitted by 
administrative action pursuant to 
Section 402.7.E.2.b; and 
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(4) 


The 


resulting conversion shall 


not 


result in an increase in the number of 
residents above that approved by the 
Board of County Commissioners; and 

(5) All of the provisions of this Section 

are met, with the exception of 

Subsection D.1 (Maximum Occupancy) and 
Subsection F (Location, Concentration, 
and Neighborhood Compatibility); and 

(6) The provisions of the Congregatej 

Facilities Construction Code are met;j 

I 

and I 

I 

(7) All other provisions of law or 

regulation are satisfied; and 

I 

(8) Application for conversion is made toj 
the Department and certification of a 
revised site development plan is 
completed within one (1) year of the 
effective date of this Section; and 

(9) Prior to certification of a master or 

site land development plan^ the 

applicants record a deed restriction in 
a form approved by the County Attorney 
which shall run with the land records 
maintained by the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court in and for Palm Beach County. This 
deed restriction shall provide that 
conversion of the congregate living 
facility to a conventional residential 
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development shall be prohibited except! 
in strict conformity with the] 
requirements of the Palm Beach Countyj 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code, j 
and in particular those provisions of! 

I 

these ordinances which establish a limit| 
on the density of residentialj 

I 

development. | 

I 

j 

(10) Projecte converted by administrative! 
action pursuant to Conversion Option 3 
shall be considered to have a new 
approval date for the purpose of 
applying Section 402.9 (Mandatory Review 
of Development Approvals). The new| 

approval date shall be the date on which 

t 

the Master or Site Development Plan is I 

i 

certified by Site Plan Review Committee* ! 
Notwithstanding any other provision of j 
this Code^ a project so converted shall 
have twelve (12) months to commence 
development. Any conditions of prior 
approvals which are unexecuted at the 
time of the new approval date shall be 
automatically extended for the same 
twelve month period. Upon the expiration 
of twelve months^ the project shall be 
subject to review as provided in Section 
402.9.E (Mandatory Review of Development i 
Approvals). No administrative time 

extensions as provided in Section 402.6 
(Time Extensions) or Section 402.9 shall 
be granted to the project. 
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EFFECT ON PENDING APPLICATIONS 


I 


Applications for special exceptions for adult 
congregate living facilities accepted prior to the 
adoption date of this Section may, at the option 
of the petitioner, be certified and reviewed 
either under the provisions of this Section or 
under the provisions of Section 500.32 (Adult 
Congregate Living Facilities) (Ord. 79-10). 


I 

I 
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SECTION 7. PERMITTED USES IN THE AR DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 602 (Agricultural-Residential Zoning District), 

I 

Subsection B (Permitted Uses) is hereby amended to insert the • 

I 

following land use at the end of the list of permitted land uses: j 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a permitted use on any| 


sinole family residential lot. sublect to the provisions of { 

1 

Section 500.37 (Conareaate Livina Facilities), above^- 

! 

other aoDlicable law. 

SECTION a. SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS IN THE AR DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 

amended). Section 602 (Agricultural-Residential Zoning District), 

Subsection D (Special Exceptions Subject to Commission Approval)i 

i 

is hereby amended to delete reference to "adult congregate livingj 

1 

facility" and to insert a reference to "Congregate Living 
Facility," as follows: j 

ABbbT eeNBREGATE hiViNS FASifciTY tSee Section 5e0.-32> j 

i 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 2. subject-to-the 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

orovislons of Section 500.37 (Conareaate Livina Facilities),. 


above, and other aoDllcable law. 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 3 in a planned unit: 

1 

develooment aooroved oursuant to Zonina Resolution , 


subiect to the orovislons of Section 500.37 (Congregate| 


Livina Facilities), above, and other applicable law. i 

SECTION 9. PERMITTED USES IN THE RE DISTRICT. j 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as| 

1 

1 

amended)^ Section 603 (Residential Estate District)^ Subsection 

i 

i 

1 

I 

] 

i 

1 

1 

j 

i 


CODING; Words sfepuek fehrsagh are deletions from existing 


The next page is 21k 























1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

23 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amended to Insert the following land 


use at the end of the list of permitted 


land uses: 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY 

single family residential 

Section 500.37 (Congregate 

other applicable law. 


. TYPE 1 as a permitted use on anv 

lot, subject to the provisions of 

Living Facilities). above. and 


SECTION 10. PERMITTED USES IN THE RT DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 604 (Residential Transitional District), 
Subsection B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amended to Insert the 
following land use at the end of the list of permitted land uses: 
CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a permitted use on anv 


single family residential lot, subject to the provisions of 

Section 500.37 (Congregate Living Facilities). above. and 

other applicable law. 


SECTION 11. PERMITTED USES IN THE RTS DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 605 (Residential Transitional Suburban 
District), Subsection B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amended to 
Insert the following land use at the end of the list of permitted 
land uses: 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a permitted use on anv 


single family residential lot, subject to the provisions of 

Section 500.37 (Congregate Living Facilities). above. and 

other applicable law. 


SECTION 12. PERMITTED USES IN THE RS DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 606 (Single Family Residential District), 


Subsection B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amended to Insert the 
following land use at the end of the list of permitted land uses: 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a permitted use on anv 


single family residential lot, subject to the provisions of 

Section 500.37 (Congregate Living Facilities). above. and 

other applicable law. 


SECTION 13. PERMITTED USES IN THE RM DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 
amended). Section 607 (Multiple Family Residential District 
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Medium Density), Subsection B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amendedj 
to Insert the following land use at the end of the list of| 


permitted land uses: 


CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a oermltted use on anv 


sinale family residential lot. subiect to the orovisions of 


Section 500.37 (Conareoate Llvlna Facilities). above. and 

other aoDlicable law. 

SECTION 14. SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS IN THE RM DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code^ Ordinance 73-2 (as 

amended)^ Section 607 (Multiple Family Residential District 

Medium Density), Subsection C (Special Exceptions Subject to 

Commission Approval) is hereby amended to delete reference to 

"ACLF" and insert references to *’CLF, Type 2" and "CLF, Type 3", 

as follows: 

1 

ABUbT SeNGREGATE blViNG FAEiblTV tSee Section 586.-32)- 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. TYPES 2 and 3. subiect to the 

1 

1 

orovisions of Section 500.37 (Conareoate Llvlna Facilities). 


below, and other aoDlicable law. 

SECTION 15. PERMITTED USES IN THE RH DISTRICT. 

1 

1 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 

amended). Section 608 (Multiple Family Residential District 

High Density), Subsection B (Permitted Uses) Is hereby amended 

to Insert the following land use at the end of the list of 

permitted land uses: i 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY. TYPE 1 as a oermltted use on anv 

1 

1 

sinale family residential lot. subiect to the orovisions of 


Section 500.37 (Conareaate Llvlna Facilities). above. and 

other aoolicable law. 

1 

1 

i 

SECTION 16. SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS IN THE RH DISTRICT. 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code, Ordinance 73-2 (as 

amended). Section 608 (Multiple Family Residential District 

1 

High Density), Subsection C (Special Exceptions Subject to 

1 

1 

i 

1 


Commission Approval) Is hereby amended to delete reference toj 


"ACLF" and add references to "CLF, Type 2" and "CLF, Type 3", as 
follows: 

ABUfcT 68NSRESATE hiViNS FAEibiTY (-See Section Se0r32> 
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CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. TYPES 2 and 3, sub ject to the I 

provisions Section 500*37 (Congreqa'te Living Faci.llt .les) # 

below# and other applicable law, 

I 

I 

SECTION 17. CAPTIONS. j 

The captions, section headings, and section designations 
used In this Code are Intended for convenience of users only and 
shall have no effect on the Interpretation of the provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 18. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT. 

All local lavs and ordinances applying to Palm Beach County 
In conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed. 

I 

I 

SECTION 19. SEVERABILITY. 

Should any section^ paragraph^ sentence, clause, or word of 
this ordinance be held to be unconstitutional. Inoperative, or 
void, such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder 
of this ordinance. 

SECTION 20. INCLUSION IN CODE. ‘ 

I 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a 
part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
Florida, and the various sections may be retltled, renumbered, or 
relettered to accomplish this purpose. 

SECTION 21. EFFECTIVE DATE. j 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective uponj 
receipt of acknowledgment by the Department of State of the State 
of Florida. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Palm Beach County, Florida, on this_8th_ day of 

1987. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 



Chairman 
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REVISED November 9 


1987 
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Acknowledged by the Depertment of Stete of the State of 
Florida, on thla, the _day of _J^^cember ^ 1987. 

EFFECTIVE OATEi Acknowledgment received from the Department 
of State of the State of Florida, thla day of Recer^^er , 

1987 at ^ M. , and filed In the Office of the Clerk of the 

Board of County Commlsaloners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND 

By: 



STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY 0F>ALM BEACH 
I, JOHN B. DUNKLE. ex-officio Cle^ of the 
Board of County Commissioners certify thisTo 
be a true and correct copy of-theoriglnaffilecf in 

my office on - /Al](W-7 -- - 

DATED at West Palm Be^cfvPL® 
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REVISED November 9, 1987 




















